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The 1954-1955 Committees 


' The Executive of B.C.L.A. has been most 
pleased with the response the members have 
made to our requests for committee chairmen 
and members. Our sincere thanks go to the 
following who have agreed to act this year: 
BURSARY-LOAN 

B. Greenwood, 'M. Little, P. Middleditch, 

M. Heslop. 
CERTIFICATION 

N. Harlow, M. Clay, E. Mercer, E. S. 

Robinson, I. McAfee, R. Ley. 
CONSTITUTION 

C. K. Morison, G. Cropp, V. Johnston. 
GOVERNMENT GRANTS-IN-AID 

W. Ireland, G. Darling, M: Clay. 
LABOUR RELATIONS 

A. Shaw, D. Salisbury, D. Mosley. 
LEGISLATION 

C. R. Fox, M. Ffoulkes, J. G. Chope. 
MEMBERSHIP 

J. O’Rourke, ‘M. Ford, P. Scott. 
SPECIAL COMMITTEE ON 
COMPULSORY MEMBERSHIP 

D. Bell, W. Ireland, E. Mercer, J. 

O’ Rourke. 
NOMINATIONS 

A. Riddell, B. Davison, R. Goodall. 
SALARY, STAFF AND TENURE 

S. Rothstein, M. Jordan, P. Liggins, J. 

Sargent. ‘ 
PUBLIC RELATIONS 

A. Hutcheson, P. Wright, B. Walker, P. 

Scott, C. Robertson. 
RECRUITING 

E. Bligh, M. Jordan, J. O’Rourke, M. 

MacDonald. 
SCHOOL LIBRARY DEVELOPMENT 

D. McIver, E. Webb, J. Sargent, M. 

Brunette. 
B.C.L.A. ARCHIVIST 

I. Mitchell. 


CLIPPING SERVICE 


C. Fox 
A.L.A. REPRESENTATIVE 
N. Harlow. 


P.N.L.A. REPRESENTATIVE 

A. Hutcheson. 
PARLIAMENTARIAN 

W. Ireland. 
AUDITING 

J. O’Rourke, E. Mercer, E. McMann. 
B.C.T.F.L.A—B.:C.L.A. 
JOINT COMMITTEE 

M. Brunette. 

The general terms of reference for all com- 

mittees are as follows: 

1. At the end of the year the Committee chair- 

man shall report to the President on the 

number of Committee meetings held and the 
members attending same. 

Copies of all committee letters be auto- 

matically forwarded to President, so that the 

Executive body shall be currently informed 

of committee activities during the year. 

Cost incurred by a Committee in the course 

of the year’s activities, other than travel, 

are the responsibility of the association. 

Approval and authorization of estimates of 

expenses, other than correspondence, must 

be forthcoming from the Executive before 
they are incurred by a committee. 

4. A two to five-minute report of committee 
activities, supplementary to the annual re- 
port, shall be given by the Chairman or 
appointed delegate at the annual meeting. 

5. Committee chairmen may appoint additional 
members of BC.L.A. in good standing to 
their committees. Notification of such ap- 
pointments ‘to be made to the President. 
The specific terms of reference for the indi- 

vidual committees are as follows: 


Bursary and Loan Committee: 


Same as 1953-54 except (b). 
Re-examine policy and regulations of the Loan 
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Fund in view of changes in Library School 
terms, and submit adjustments in regulations 
to the Executive by February 1, 1955. 


Certification 

That the report of the B.C.L.A. Certification 
Committee as amended and adopted be submit- 
ted to the Public Library Commission for its 
information in anticipation of joint or independ- 
ent presentation to the ‘Minister of Education 
at the discretion of the Executive of the B.C.- 
L.A. 


Constitution 

(a) Take action on notice of motion 
That By-law number 9 of the constitution 
of the B-C.L.A. be changed to read as 
follows: 
Notice of the time and p!ace for the holding 
of the annual meeting shall be given by 
the Secretary at least one full calendar 
month prior to the meeting, such notice to 
be mailed to each member of the associa- 
tion at his registered address. 

(b) Take any other such action as is required. 


Labour Relations 
The Committee shall carry forward their 
investigation into “duplication of affiliation.” 


Legislation 

(a) Study changes in Public Libraries Act 
suggested at special session of B.C.L.A. 

(b) Work in co-operation with P.N.L.A. Legis- 
lation Committee. 


Membership 

To prepare a directory of members in good 
standing of B.C.L.A. to be published in the 
October issue of tthe Bulletin. ; 


Compulsory Membership 

(a) The Committee shall investigate the follow- 
ing resolution: 
That persons holding professional library 
positions in B.C. after one year’s employ- 
ment must ‘become members of B.C.L.A. 

(b) Report findings at annual meeting May 
1955. 


Public Relations 

(a)... provide a regular monthly release to 
the metropolitan newspapers of B.C. and to 
the weekly newspapers through the agency 
of the B.C. Weekly Newspaper Association 
provided suitable arrangements can be 
made with this agency. 


B.C.L.A. 


(b) Be responsible for newspaper, radio and 
other publicity for annual B.C.L.A. Con- 
vention. 

(c) Co-operate closely with Convention Com- 
mittee. 

Recruiting 

On the alternative year (1954-55) a “Career 

Day” directed towards high school students 

should be held. 

School Library Development 

To work with representatives of B’C.T.F.L.A. 
in planning and joint sponsoring of publicity and 
action for improved school library service. 

Lois Crook, Secretary. 


Royal Roads and Its Library 

For many people Royal Roads, Victoria, B.C., 
is merely a fine-sounding address, and even 
some native Victorians know very little of the 
Canadian Services College, which is situated 
there, some nine miles from the city, and which 
is one of the three colleges in Canada devoted 
to the training of future officers for our navy, 
army, and air force. 

The origin of the name itself is interesting. 
The term, “roads,” is a maritime expression 
signifying a place where ships may safely ride 
at anchor. The “Royal” in the title comes from 
the name, “Royal Bay,” that Captain Kellett 
in 1864 gave to what is now called Esquimalt 
Lagoon, which lies directly in front of the 
college. 

The first owner of the actual property was 
Mr. Roland Stuart, who named it “Hatley 
Park.” Sir James Dunsmuir, the coal-mining and 
railway magnate of Vancouver Island, bought 
the estate from Mr. Stuart after a fire had 
destroyed the original Stuart home during one 
of its owner’s periodic long business trips to 
England. The property comprised some 650 
acres of the choicest land, covered with a fine 
stand of timber, and Dunsmuir laid plans to 
build a mansion worthy of the site. He com- 
missioned a Victoria architect, Mr. McClure, 
to design the “Castle,” and a Boston firm of 
landscape artists to lay out the gardens and 
surroundings. 

The mansion was commenced in 1908. Exten- 
sive stables, dairy, carriage-houses, green- 
houses, lodge-keepers’ and farm workers’ homes 
were all planned at the same time. The result 
was a baronial mansion whose impressive 
exterior is matched only by the lavishness of its 
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interior — a magnificent entrance hall with a 
spacious double staircase, great paneled rooms 
of oak and rosewood, highly-polished parquet 
floors, moulded ceilings, and vast firep‘aces. It is 
reported that Dunsmuir told the builders, “Mon- 
ey doesn’t matter; just build me what I want,” 
and the quality of every detail proves that the 
builders took him at his word. At some distance 
from the ‘Castle—for so it was known—a fabu- 
lous conservatory was erected, in which were 
grown ithe exotic blooms that filled the rooms 
of the castle when the family was in residence. 
Over a hundred men were employed to keep up 
the gardens and the miles of roads that inter- 
laced the estate. And around it, at a cost of 
over $75,000, Dunsmuir had erected a high wall 
of granite and wrought-iron, reminiscent of the 
walls raised by the aristocracy of Great Britain 
about their ancient holdings. 


While the large fami!y of young sons and 
daughters filled the mansion, Hatley Park 
hummed with activity, and many were the gay 
parties and entertainments that took place there. 
As the years passed, however, and the family 
grew up and scattered, the large property 
became a burden. But not until 1940 did the 
Dunsmuir family at last agree, reluctantly, to 
part with the estate. In November of that year 
the Canadian government purchased the entire 
property for $75,000—an amount that was less 
than the original cost of the great wall around 
the park. 


The government first used the property as a 
naval officers’ training school. In August, 1942, 
the status of the school was altered and under 
the name, “H.M.C.S. Royal Roads,” Hatley 
Park became a college for naval cadets. In 
1948 it was changed again, this time to a tri- 
service cadet college under its present title, 
“The Canadian Services ‘College, Royal Roads.” 


Several of the original buildings of the Duns- 
muir estate were found suitable for the uses of 
the college. The model dairy, for example, was 
transformed into an engineering school and the 
stables were altered to house class-rooms and 
the gunnery school. A large and fully-equipped 
gymnasium was added later, and, when a sep- 
arate cadet block was completed in 1942, the 
Castle became the administration building. The 
new cadet block is itself a handsome structure, 
containing dormitories, lecture-rooms, recrea- 
tion rooms, mess hall, laboratories, and a mag- 
nificent quarter deck, paneled in oak. 
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The college library is situated on the second 
floor of the Castle. Its windows look out over 
the gardens, the parade-ground, and the playing 
fields, which slope down to the lagoon, whose 
sheltered water is criss-crossed on summer days 
with the small sailboats from the college boat- 
house. Beyond the lagoon lie the Straits of Juan 
de Fuca, and in the distance are the snow- 
capped peaks of Washington’s Olympic penin- 
sula. 

The main room of the library is a handsome, 
spacious, high-ceilinged room, with rich-toned 
fir shelving around the walls. An immense oak 
table, refectory-style, with matching benches 
on either side, runs down the centre of the 
room, and the furnishings are completed by a 
number of comfortable red leather easy-chairs. 
On the floor is the original crimson Turkish 
rug from the days of the Dunsmuirs. Opening 
off this main room is a smaller one, carpeted 
in blue, which accommodates the history and 
travel sections and which, with its smaller desks 
and upright library chairs, provides an especially 
quiet place for serious study. 


The resources of Royal Roads library now 
number over seven thousand volumes and a 
considerab!e holding of periodicals, which are 
filed in a basement stack-room. In the collection 
there is, naturally, an emphasis on_ those 
branches of study in which the cadets receive 
formal instruction—Military Studies, Physics, 
Chemistry, English, History, Economics, Math- 
ematics, and Engineering. But there are also 
works for the inspirational, recreational, and 
cultural enjoyment of the college community. 
One of the most important sections of the 
collection is that that deals with naval history, 
a legacy largely from the period that Royal 
Roads was a naval college. The library is also 
rich in books dealing with Arctic exploration. 


The library is available to all persons regularly 
connected with the college. The cadets and the 
members of the staff make constant use of its 
facilities. In view of the heavy use it is inter- 
esting to note that Royal Roads’ borrowers 
have a very high regard for books; the number 
lost or damaged is—for a college collection 
especially—extremely small. 


At the commencement of their first year, all 
cadets receive elementary instruction in the use 
of the library and its catalogue. Each evening 
two cadets have charge of the library, and those 
who are detailed to act as cadet library assist- 
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ants receive additional special training to fit 
them for their duties. These assistants note all 
difficult questions and rvefer them in writing to 
the librarian for her attention next morning. 
The college and its environs are open to the 
public at all reasonable hours, and there is a 
constant stream of visitors, especially during 
the summer when the gardens are at the height 
of their beauty. The library, however, being on 
the second floor, is not on view without special 
arrangement having been made. Those who 
would like’to pay a visit, therefore—and they 
will be most welcome—are advised to get in 
touch with the librarian before arriving at the 
college. 
—Mary Campbell. 


A Selection of Recent 
British Columbia Provincial 
Government Publications 


BRITISH COLUMBIA 
British Columbia facts and statistics. Vol. VII. 
1953. (Department of Trade and Industry. 
Bureau of Economics and Statistics.) Fig- 
ures are given, up to the end of 1953, in 
nearly all cases, including estimates where 
final figures are not yet available. 
CANNING 
Brief instructions for the home canning of 
salmon. 1954. (Department of Fisheries 
bulletin no. 2.) 
GRAPES 
Grape-growing in British Columbia. 1954. 
Department of Agriculture. Horticultural 
circular 78.) 
HANDICRAFTS 
Directory of handicraft products and producers 
in British Columbia. 1954. 1954. (Depart- 
ment of Trade and Industry.) 
LAND 
How to pre-empt land. 1954. (Department of 
Lands and Forests. Bulletin no. 1 (Land 
series). 
MINING 
Mining in British Columbia; an outline of the 
development of the industry. 1954. ( Depart- 
ment of ‘Mines.) : 
PRINCE GEORGE district 
The Fort Fraser-Fort George bulletin area. 
1954. (Department of Lands and Forests. 


B.C.L.A. 


Lands service. Bulletin area series no. 7.) 
General information for intending settlers, 
with emphasis on agriculture; also geo- 
graphic information of use to schools and 
the general public. 


SILAGE 
Silos and silage. 1954. (Department of Agri- 
culture. Bulletin 66, rev. ed.) 


TEACHERS 
Teaching in British Columbia. 1954. (Depart- 
ment of Education.) Opportunities, condi- 
tions of work, certification, application for a 

position. 


WEATHER 
Climate of British Columbia; tables of tem- 
peratures, precipitation, and sunshine; re- 
port for 1953. 1954. (Department of Agri- 

culture. ) 


—J. G. Chope. 


A Suggestion From The 
Okanagan Union Library 


Since you are asking for discussion material 
for the B.C.L.A., here is one topic that we have 
often talked about amongst our staff, and on 
which we would very much like to have other 
opinions. It is the possibility of setting up some 
form of apprenticeship, which would provide 
an equivalent standing to that received by a 
library-school graduate. As you may have 
noticed, both the Toronto and the McGill 
library schools have recently written all their 
graduates, bemoaning the fact that library 
school attendance is falling off, and urging us 
all to persuade more people to enter the pro- 
fession. This, in spite of the fact that these are 
our booming days, and that the demand for 
trained librarians is so large, surely points up 
the fact that there are still many youngsters 
leaving school who cannot possibly afford to 
spend the required five years in University. 
Scholarships and bursaries, essential as they are, 
do not, we believe, provide the complete answer. 


We feel that the profession is losing much 
valuable material in not being able to provide an 
interesting future for many of our clerical 
workers. Many of these people are quick, intelli- 
gent and deeply interested in their work—up to 
the point where they feel they can go no further. 
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Most of the really interesting library jobs are 
denied them, because they are not “trained.” 
Interest wanes, and the young ones drift away. 
Surely if a student librarian felt he was improv- 
ing his status each year, both by valuable exper- 
ience, and by some sort of correspondence 
course (perhaps set by the Library schools) 
while earning his living, we could be assured 
of a steady crop of librarians coming forward 
to fill the ever-increasing demand. It would 
mean a lot of work for the students, and a lot 
more work for the librarians in those libraries 
chosen as training libraries, but we feel it is a 
project well work considering. What do the 
rest of you think? 
Agnes L. Stiell. 


(Ed. Note: The above letter is printed in 
accordance with the policy stated in the last 
issue of the Bulletin. It does not necessarily 
represent the opinion of the executive or of the 
editor. We invite further comment’ on the same 
subject as well as on other subjects that may 
be of interest to British Columbia librarians.) 


A Survey of 
British Columbia Poetry — | 


It is difficult to know where to begin a review 
of British ‘Columbia poetry—there has been so 
much of such an extraordinary quality, even 
though our province has not been available for 
poets to write in for very long. Indeed, in view 
of the plethora of remarkable verse that has 
been turned out by our provincial poets and 
poetesses, one can only wonder at the lack of 
earlier critical summaries of the whole mass. I 
hope, however, in this series of articles, 
which your editor has suggested I wndertake, 
to alleviate in some small way, at least, the 
long-felt want for such a study. I hope, also, 
to provide in these quarterly glimpses of our 
own poetry some kind of a guide and, to some 
extent, a small anthology of what I like to con- 
sider the high spots, the crests (with, perhaps, 
an occasional glance down into the troughs, too) 
of our poetic heritage. 

Before proceeding, however, it would be well, 
I think, to define just what I mean by British 
Columbia verse, and by my definition to indi- 
cate the scope of these articles. By “British 
Columbia verse” I mean verse that has been 
written by a resident of British Columbia while 
he—or she— was living in the province. This 
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casts the net fairly widely, but I have limited 
the haul somewhat by confining my sweep to 
that verse of British ‘Columbia writers that has 
been published in book or pamphlet form. This 
has meant, of course, that much interesting 
material that appeared only in newspapers or 
magazines has had to be excluded, as has all 
that that exists only in the poets’ manuscript 
books. I felt, however, that it was only right to 
include nothing that the interested student 
could not obtain access to fairly easily if he— 
or she—should wish to peruse again the poem in 
part or in toto. 


My plan of attack in this series presented dif- 
ficulties of its own. A strict historical, chrono- 
logical survey would, I felt, be beyond the 
bounds of these short articles. | have, therefore, 
decided to approach the subject by subject, so 
to speak—gathering together each quarter 
poems by different authors of different periods 
illustrative of one aspect of life or called into 
being by some one emotion shared by the poets 
and poetesses. It is, I think, a legitimate and 
rewarding means of seeing what our writers have 
had to say about themselves, others, and life, 
too, through the decades. 


This first article, then, will deal with poems 
about mining and prospecting. Subsequent ones 
will deal with poetry that treats of nature, the 
sea, children, the Indian, love, life, lumbering, 
and so on. 
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Mining and prospecting, then—for what a 
wealth of verse this, one of our important 
primary industries, has been the Pierian spring! 
It is a subject, too, that fired the imagination 
and the pens of some of our earliest poets and 
it is, therefore, a fitting theme on which to 
begin our series. 


The verse begins with the gold rush of the 
1860's. But it was not until almost the end of the 
century that poetry on this theme worthy of 
perpetuation was set down. One of the first 
and best collections was James Anderson’s 
Sawney’s Letters and Cariboo Rhymes, pub- 
lished in 1868. In the 1895 edition, Anderson 
generously included the work of other poets, 
and one of these, Rebecca Gibbs, wrote tenderly, 
in words that ought not to have gone over- 
looked for so long, of the prospector or miner 
who, having gone forth in hope was coming 
home in hwnger: 








The Old Red Shirt 


A miner came to my cabin door, 
His clothes they were covered with dirt; 
He theld out a piece he desired me to wash, 
Which I found was an old red shirt. 


His cheeks were thin, and furrow’d his brow, 
His eyes they were sunk in his head: 

He said that he had got work to do, 
And be able to earn his bread. 


He said that the “old red shirt” was torn, 
And asked me to give it a stitch; 

But it was threadbare, and sorely worn, 
Which show’d he was far from rich. 


O! miners with good paying claims, 
QO! traders who wish to do good, 

Have pity on men who earn your wealth, 
Grudge not the poor miner his food. 


Far from these mountains a poor mother mourns 
The darling that hung by her skirt, 
When contentment and plenty surrounded the 
home 
Of the miner that brought me the shirt. 


The note of melancholy struck in the last 
stanza with its vision of a mother at home 
mourning “ the darling that hung by her skirt” 
recurs often in our mining verse. We hear it 
wgain in M. H. Craig’s poem, “Life” from his 
In the Shadow of the Pole. I have space to 
print only the first stanza of this touching little 
poem: 


A clasp—a kiss, and a hearth laid bare! 

Now many a saddened woman’s there 

In that far away home under skies of blue, 

Sobbing and loving, and trusting and true— 

Weaving some prayer that the angels above 

May watch over, guard and protect her love, 

Who is spending his gold in the dance halls 

here, 

Where women are rife and Black Jack dear— 

And that is life—that is life! 


And the men, too, often think of the women 
they have left behind them in their relentless 
search for gold and adventure—their wives, their 
mothers, and the others, also. The mail, for 
some of them frequent, for others, infrequent, 
always carries them back to their homes, and, 
for a moment at least, they can be back hanging 
on mother’s skirt again: 
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My Mother’s Letters 


Each week I get a long letter 
From mother. with homey news; 

How the cat has had new kittens 
Or the church has had new pews. 


There are those who, although the mail is 
undoubtedly a help, need no more than a quiet 
evening and a good pipe to bring back the 
memories of the women in the past: 

With My Pipe 
With my pipe in the hours of twilight, 

As the smoke wreaths twist and curl 
I sit and live old memories 

Of Friendship with many a girl... 

There was Julia who punched the typewriter, 

A clerk named Miss Ellinor, 

Mamie and Zella and Jennie, 
And ‘Mazie who worked in a store. 


I'll always remember dear Esther, 
Whose hair was a golden brown, 

And Ruthins, a dear little woman, 
And Frances of chorus renown. 


The long winter nights must have been trying 
indeed for these men thousands of miles and 
many years from their Julias arid Ellinors and 
Zellas and Ruthinses: 


I Want You So 


The snows have melted since I saw you last, 
The trout are climbing the creeks, 

The days and the weeks are fleeting fast, 
And far above the peaks, 

I can see the moon that we used to know; 
The wolves are howling. | want you so. 


But the loneliness never persisted too long, and, 
when the call of adventure and gold rang in 
their ears in the springtime, they sang, 


Inoculate me with the mystic lure 
Of the myriad trails ahead... . 


And again, in sheer exuberance, they often 
bubbled over with the joy of being alive in this 
tremendous country: 
The Lure of the Untrod Trails 

I want to climb to the top of a hill, 

Some thousands of feet in the air, 
Where the bald eagle lives and rears her young 

And the wolf hob-nobs with the bear. ... 


When they thought of the exhilaration of the 
life that was theirs, their enthusiasm swept 
through their lines, their poems, and their pages: 
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To the “Chechaco” 


Get you an outfit, pick, shovel and pan 

And hunt for the Gold, with a pard who’s a man. 
See the Birch forests, the clear, babbling brooks, 
Explore the Far-places, the gulches and nooks. 


Mush with the dogs over long, snowy trail, 
Hark to the North wind murmur and wail. 
Walk on the snow-shoe, glide on the ski, 
Wallow through snow clean up to your knee. 


These, then, are the voices of our pioneer 
adventurers, the miners and prospectors who 
roamed and panned the wilderness of British 
Columbia and the Yukon during the early years 
of this century and the late years of the last 
one. Theirs is a song of melancholy, sometimes, 
of exuberance, of longing, of enthusiasm. And, 
—only occasionally one must admit, but some- 
times—the awe that these men felt in the monu- 
mental presence of Nature also breaks through 
their natural reticence and reserve and we get 
the quiet, simple, sincere lines with which I end 
this essay. One can almost see the old, grizzled 
prospector standing bare-headed in the rain, 
his pan in one hand, his hat in the other, paying 
this heart-felt tribute to this great province: 


Salmon and Halibut, 
Herring and Cod, 

Fur farms and Canneries, 
Mountains of God! 


—lIsabelle Cloche. 


Libraries Still Farther North 


As reported in the July issue of the Bulletin, 
the Public Library Commission’s North-Central 
Branch at Prince George has been the pioneer 
in organizing regional co-operation amongst 
small and autonomous public libraries scattered 
over an extensive area. The younger Peace 
River Branch, established in 1946 at Dawson 
Creek, has been quick to follow this example 
in organizing the “Peace River Co-operative 
Library.” The latter is constituted of the Com- 
mission’s Branch, as headquarters for the region, 
and the four public library associations presently 
operating in the Peace River District at Dawson 
Creek, Pouce Coupe, Tate Creek and Fort St. 
John. 

Tate Creek Public Library Association was 
the first to be organized in the Peace River 
District, and its history is unique. The com- 
munity was settled by refugees from Sudeten- 
land, who narrowly escaped the Nazi scourge. 
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As social democrats they were well versed in 
co-operation, and the setting up of a communal 
library was characteristic of their way of life. 
Collections of valuable books had been rated 
amongst the most valuable possessions that these 
new Canadians had brought with them to the 
land of their adoption, and these were promptly 
pooled for common use. To them were added 
books donated by libraries in various parts of 
Canada. The Public Library Commission’s first 
help consisted of book grants, two hundred 
dollars’ worth at a time. As the library devel- 
oped, it was felt that formal organization under 
the Public Libraries Act would afford the best 
means for further progress and the Tate Creek 
Public Library Association was duly incorpor- 
ated in 1945, a year before the commission’s 
Peace River Branch was established. The 
association receives regular, annual grants 
from the commission. 

In 1951 the building in which the Tate Creek 
Library was housed was burned to the ground 
and the bookstock was a complete loss. Nothing 
daunted, the library board took immediate steps 
to restore the building. With local donations in 
cash and kind and labour, and with special 
financial assistance from the Commission, the 
library was completely restored and housed in 
a separate building, in a manner that is typical 
of the community enterprise of these city-bred~ 
settlers who have converted virgin wilderness 
into some of the finest agricultural land in the 
province. Needless to say, the association was 
quick to recognize the advantage of joining the 
Peace River Co-operative Library when it was 
organized in 1953. 

Dawson Creek Public Library Association 
was the second to be incorporated, in 1947, The 
library is housed in one end of an old army hut 
that was re-converted to house the school board 
office and the commission’s Peace River Branch. 
These quarters are crowded and poorly located 
for local library service but in spite of this the 
library has built up a book circulation that can 
compare favourably with any in the province. 

With characteristic zeal the board recently 
approached the village commission with a view 
to increased financial assistance and better 
accommodation. The former was immediately 
granted which means that the library will be 
open to the public twice the previous number of 
hours—and the latter has been assured upon 
consummation of plans for a new municipal 
hall. 








Fort St. John Public Library Association was 
incorporated in 1950. Although there is no great 
visible sign of either the village or the Public 
Library Association of Fort St. John sharing 
in the prosperity of the oil and gas boom, both 
are going concerns. Greatest handicap to library 
expansion are the cramped quarters in which 
operations have to be carried on. The library 
board has missed no opportunity, however, to 
canvass possibilities for improved accommoda- 
tion, and in this they have enjoyed co-operation 
from local and provincial authorities. Upon com- 
pletion of its magnificent new high school, the 
school board has made the offer of a small school 
building, and the Board of Village Commission- 
ers has offered to provide a free site to which it 
will move this ‘building. This, however, will be 
only a stop-gap, for assurance has been given 
by provincial government authorities that suit- 
able accommodation for the library will be pro- 
vided in the new government building that is 
planned for Fort St. John. In the meantime the 
library is rendering yeoman service to the 
people of its community with the equipment at 
its disposal. 

Pouce Coupe Public Library Association, in- 
corporated in 1951, is the youngest of the four 
libraries in the Peace River Block. It is as 
ambitious and energetic as it is young, and it 
too enjoys the co-operation of municipal author- 
ities that is characteristic of the region. Al- 
though handicapped by cramped accommoda- 
tion in its own little building, it has been given 
assurance of ample quarters when the new 
municipal hall is built. 

Nine associations in the North-Central Dis- 
trict and the four in the Peace River District are 
the only ones that enjoy the benefit of regional 
co-operation under direct administration of 
Public Library Commission agencies. The other 
twenty-five are on their own. The next issue of 
the Bulletin will carry news of associations in 
the south. All thirty-eight are now institutional 
members of the B.C. Library Association. 

—C. K. Morison. 


Library Notes 
VICTORIA PUBLIC LIBRARY 
Mr. J. C. Lort, who for the past few months 
has been acting-librarian, has been appointed 
chief librarian of the Victoria Public Library. 
Since July, the following staff members have 
left the library: Miss Elvira Williams, Miss 
Mary Hincks, and Mrs. Beverly Kent, from 


B.C.L.A. 


Circulation; Miss Anna Clarke and Mr. Keith 
Littler, from Reference; and Miss Eve Harvey, 
Miss Toni ‘Morgan, and Miss Elizabeth Napier- 
Hemy, from the Children’s. 

New staff members include Miss Ann Van der 
Voort, Miss Diane Harris, Miss Margaret Cop- 
pin, ‘Miss Ruth Youngblood, and Mr. Ralph 
Nielson, who have joined the staff of the Circu- 
lation department; Mrs. Stephanie Ottrim and 
Mr. Philip Connelly, who are in the Reference 
department; and, Mr. Donald Baird, in the 
Cataloguing department. 

Miss Mary Adelfred, who has been on a trip 
to Denmark, has returned to the library staff. 


—Mrs. Jennifer Tebby. 


OKANAGAN UNION LIBRARY 

Our biggest news just now is the fact that the 
new library building, to contain both the Kelow- 
na branch and the Headquarters department, is 
actually under way at last. We can hardly be- 
lieve it! In our present over-crowded, under- 
heated condition, it seems like a dream coming 
true. Even the nightmare thought of moving is 
overshadowed by our rosy images of space, 
light and heat! 

An energetic group of borrowers has organ- 
ized a “Friends of the Library” club, whose 
chief purpose is to collect funds for furnishing 
the new Kelowna branch. Subscriptions to date 
have been most generous. 

—Agnes L. Stiell. 


VANCOUVER PUBLIC LIBRARY 


After nine years of delay, uncertainty and 
reversed decisions, of discussions and cam- 
paigns by the librarian, the board, experts called 
in for consultation, Friends of the Library, 
newspapers, sympathetic organizations and in- 
dividuals, on September 14th authorization was 
given for building the Central Library on the 
approved and already- purchased site at Robson 
and Burrard Streets. Architects, previously ap- 
pointed, library board, and staff are now prepar- 
ing for completion of plans and as early a start 
as possible on construction. 

Mr. Peter Grossman has arrived at this pro- 
pitious moment to take up his duties as assistant 
librarian and is being welcomed by the staff and 
friends of earlier days in the Pacific Northwest. 

The Kerrisdale branch will move October 1st 
into mew quarters, a part of the community 
centre now being built. Floor space of roughly 
five thousand square feet will be a welcome 
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relief from the present excessively crowded 
building. 

New professional staff includes Miss Molly 
Thompson, from Australia, Mrs. Margaret 
Price, from California, and Miss Jill St. Dennis, 


from New York. 
—Marjorie B. Sing. 


PROVINCIAL LIBRARY AND ARCHIVES 

The Provincial Library and Archives an- 
nounced in September the purchase of a large 
and significant collection of watercolours. The 
paintings are the work of Mr. A. J. Pitts, an 
artist with a reputation in both England and 
Canada, where he now lives, near Victoria. The 
collection consists of forty large watercolours 
of the Indians of the Coast Salish and the 
Kootenay tribes and includes both portraits and 
landscapes. It is part of the group of pictures 
that Mr. Pitts painted during the years when 
he was touring the province in an effort to 
record as much of the Indian tradition, lore, 
and art as he could before it died out—as he 
felt it was in danger of doing. The paintings, 
which were shown in London during the thirties 
and were the source of considerable interest, 
have been examined by both art experts and 
anthropologists and both groups have been 
highly impressed. The pictures are not only 
striking and beautiful examples of the art of 
watercolour, but also historically accurate re- 
cords of the costumes, the houses and lodges, 
and the handicraft of the Indians. The collection 
is, therefore, one that will be of interest and use 
to both the general public and the student of 
British Columbia history and native culture and 
art. 


Miss Margaret Hastings and Mr. Reg. Roy 
have recently joined the staff of the Library 
and Archives. Miss Hastings, who is an assistant 
in the Reference Department, is a graduate of 
the University of British Columbia and the 
Library School of the University of Toronto. 
Before taking her library degree she worked 
in the Victoria Public Library. Mr. Roy, who 
is now on the staff of the archives, is a graduate 
of the University of British Columbia and was 
for some time a member of the staff of the 
National Archives in Ottawa 


9 


Miss Clare O’Gorman, of the Victoria staff of 
the Public Library Commission, and Mr. Wil- 
liam Bilsland, of the Provincial Archives, were 
married early in September. 


—J.G.M. 


PUBLIC LIBRARY COMMISSION 

With. a view both to building up B.C. Library 
Association strength and to bringing the smaller, 
outlying libraries into closer touch with library 
affairs generally, the commission has made a 
special grant to the B.C.L.A. to cover institu- 
tional membership of all these libraries in the 
association. It is hoped that one way in which 
the beneficiaries will respond will be frequent 
news items as to local library progress in 
communities that are scattered over the length 
and breadth of the province. 


At the commission’s request, and with the 
approval of the Honourable the Minister of 
Public Works, blueprints and _ specifications 
have been prepared of a typical small rural 
library that should be easily adaptable to the 
needs of almost any of the public library associa- 
tions. Several of the latter have asked for such 
assistance in the past, and it is hoped that where 
a building program is needed but not yet 
mooted, the availability of such plans may spark 
the idea. 


Mr. Cecil Hacker, chairman of the commis- 
sion, has recently paid an official visit to the 
branches at Prince George and Dawson Creek. 
He reported satisfaction with operations car- 
ried on by the two staffs, in some respects under 
considerable handicaps, particularly as regards 
library quarters in Dawson Creek. This question 
is receiving the serious consideration of the 
commission. 


The commission has endorsed recommenda- 
tions made by its Certification ‘Committee in 
respect of proposed revision of the official regu- 
lations for the certification of librarians along 
lines jointly worked out with representatives of 
the B.C. Library Association and endorsed by 
the association at its 1954 convention. Plans 
are being made for a joint approach to the 
Honourable the Minister of Education on the 


question. 
—C. K. Morison. 
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Press Clippings 
VICTORIA 

Victoria Public Library board chairman, James 
Neely, last night advocated a round-table meet- 
ing between Victoria and Saanich municipal 
councils to settle their current library dispute. 

Mr. Neely took on the peace-maker’s role at 
a meeting of the Saanich Voters’ Association, 
called primarily to gather information on alter- 
native forms of library service from C. K. 
Morison, superintendent of the B.C. Library 
Commission. 

The dispute between Victoria and Saanich 
arose from the fact that Saanich and other out- 
side municipalities have no vote on library board 
policies and expenditures, although they pay a 
large part of the library’s budget. 

A question period after Mr. Morison’s address 
dealt largely with suggestions that Saanich 
might withdraw from the Victoria library board 
and perhaps set up its own municipal library. 

Mr. Neely assured the meeting that “Victoria 
doesn't want Saanich to pull out.” This, he said, 
would be disastrous for both Saanich and the 
ae 

“The solution,” said Mr. Neely, “is for us all 
to get togeher and find a solution.” 

‘Mr. Morison suggested an “eventual” solution 
to the problem, conversion of the Victoria 
library into a regional library which would 
cover the entire southern end of the island, 
taking in Sooke, Metchosin, Jordan River and 
other areas which now have no library service 
and on which all municipalities would have 
voting rights. 

He stressed that this was a long-term solution. 
He reluctantly gave the opinion that for the 
present, the best bet would be to patch up the 
present agreement. 

Mr. Morison pointed out that until the Public 
Libraries Act was amended last spring, the 
Victoria board had no right to give outside 
municipalities voting rights. The board, he said, 
now has this authority, but is not compelled to 
exercise it. 

—Victoria Daily Colonist, Oct. 2. 


VANCOUVER 
The New Central Library 

Vancouver Library board members gave full 
approval and thanks to City Council’s decision 
Tuesday to start construction of a new two 
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million dollar central library at Robson and 
Burrard. 

Working drawings for the library won’t be 
completed until next May or June. Actual con- 
struction of the library will not begin until 
mid-1955. 

The board offered $28,200 as its part in con- 
struction of the new building, plus four thousand 
dollars for furnishings. 

—Vancouver Sun, Sept. 16. 


DRAB EDIFICE — OR BAR? 

Vancouver’s long-awaited new central library 
at Robson and Burrard will be no drab edifice 
if Vancouver Tourist Association has its way. 

“If the new building should have the sombre 
lines of libraries in most other cities,” R. Rowe 
Holland told a V.T.A. board of directors, “it 
will cost the city hundreds of thousands of 
dollars in reduced property value in this strate- 
gic area.” 

—Vancouver Sun, Sept 17. 

Vancouver’s new central library may look like 
a cocktail bar if recommendations of a United 
States library consultant are followed by the 
library board. 

The report of Joseph L. Wheeler of Benson, 
Vermont, who made a study of the city’s 
library situation last spring, was given “thor- 
ough consideration” at a special meeting of the 
library board with architects for the Robson and 
Burrard building. 

Architects Semmens and Simpson revealed the 
Wheeler report is being used as a guide in 
preliminary planning now under way. 

In setting down general principles to aid the 
architects, Wheeler said: “It does not seem 
socially sound or in focus to have a public 
library any less bright, colourful, fresh, and 
inviting than a drug store or a cocktail bar, 
whose informality and cordiality are thoroughly 
compatible with library attitudes, but have been 
so sadly lacking.” 

—Vancouver Sun, Sept. 24. 


NANAIMO 

A progress report on the new library head- 
quarters building was given to the week-end 
quarterly meeting of the library board. Educa- 
tion Minister Ray Williston will be invited to 
be here for the official opening of the building, 
expected to be ready in January or February. ... 
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Mayor George Muir held out slim hope for a 
new library building for Nanaimo, although the 
city Owns property ear-marked for that purpose. 
The council has to be very careful on submitting 
by-laws to the people at present, he continued. 

Rural schools in the Ladysmith district will 
no longer receive library service, the board 
decided. The board contends that Ladysmith 
school board “has taken advantage of the 
service” and contributed nothing. 

(C. K. (Morison, superintendent of the B.C. 
Library Commission, said the Ladysmith school 
board would not enter into any voluntary agree- 
ment with the library board. If people want the 
service continued in the rural area they will 
have to circulate a petition for a plebiscite, he 
said. 

—Victoria Daily Colonist, Sept. 16. 


UNION BAY 
New quarters for the Vancouver Island 
Regional Library have ‘been secured at Union 
Bay. The new premises will be opened Friday. 
Mrs. John ‘Moore, custodian, has worked hard 
and long for the regional library, according to 
Bob Davison, head librarian, and her efforts 
have resulted in this move. Formerly the library 
had space in the United Church at Union Bay. 
—Victoria Daily Colonist, Sept. 17. 
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Readers are invited to send in clippings from 
the daily and weekly newspapers of the province 
for this column, which will, we hope, become a 
regular feature of the Bulletin. News items and 
editorial comment from sources other than the 
Vancouver and Victoria dailies will be particu- 
larly welcome. 
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